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‘Nature has away of taking and healing what we
anage to do to it," observes D. Brent Miller, whose
photographs of the Oliver plant in itsfinal days are
ow on display at the Northern Indiana Center for
istory. He pointsto "Powerhouse in Fog" as
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"Moss-Covered Floor," the image
seen here behind photographer D.
Brent Miller, was one of the first he
captured in the documentary project
"The Last Days of Oliver Chilled Plow
Works," now on display at the
Northern Indiana Center for History.
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other example of the visual poetry that can result “Last Days of Oliver Chilled Plow Works:
hen industrial enterprise, nature and time collude. A Documentary Photography Project by
he ghostly image seems to capture the very D. Brent Miller," through Oct. 26 at the

oment when memory loses its grip and solid things Northern Indiana Center for History, 808
ade away W. Washington St., South Bend. Also on

display: the companion photo exhibit
"Lost Landmarks," through Oct. 26, and

iller spent more than ayear documenting the "Veiled lllusion: Vintage Bridal Gowns,"
actory's ruin, after reading about the city's plan to through Sept. 28. Museum hours are
emolish and redevelop the property. A freelance from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesdays through
hotographer with aregular gig shooting for the Saturdays and noon to 5 p.m. Sundays.
uth Bend Silver Hawks, Miller had no Admission costs $5 for adults, $4 for

ommission beyond the city's blessing, no realistic senior adults and $3 for children age 2
ope of ever seeing any financia return on his and older (through college). Guided tours
nvestment of time and film. (He used both an of Copshaholm house and "Veiled

alog and adlgltal camera for the pl’Oj ect: the ”lUS.IOr]II cost $8 for adUltS, $650 for
fintsin the NICH show are all high-quality digital, ~ Senior dults and $5 for children and

d Miller has donated them to the museum.) ?r:?odr?nnetlfi.oﬁa" (574) 235-9664 for more

ill, after touring the doomed Oliver plant for the first time, Miller knew he and his cameras had to
eturn.

‘What drew me to the project was the documentary nature of it, the opportunity of preserving a
iece of history -- even though it's such a minute piece of the overall history of the Oliver Factory
d of the manufacturing history of South Bend," he says.

small piece, maybe, but a symbolic one. Miller has heard from alot of people who either worked
Oliver themselves or who had family members and friends who did. They're grateful that Miller
ared enough to save, in photographic form, some of the walls, floors, pipes, signs and machinery
hat defined their days at the plant.

'Y ou can't walk through a building like that without feeling the presence of the spirit of the place
d of the thousands of people who worked there,” Miller says. "Y ou start to wonder what their
ives were like and what kinds of contributions they made to the South Bend community. It's all
onnected.”

nd time, the photographer is convinced, won't change that.
aff writer Julie York Coppens:

yor k@sbtinfo.com

574) 235-6281
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